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As the initial enthusiasm cooled,
however, it was perceived that, applied to
present day society, the androgynousideal
might lead to a disregard of the inherent
strengths of male and female, whether
these be culturally or biologically determined. Thus some feminist thinkers today emphasize nurturing and cooperative
behavior as distinctive and desirable female traits. Despite some exaggerations,
recent discussions have had the merit of
helping bring into question earlier popular
negativedismissals of androgyny, promoting a more supple concept of the relation
between sex roles and gender.

gloss over the fact that i t was predominantly pederastic (though not pedophile in the narrow sense of attraction to
prepubertal boys).
In the early years of the present
century, the great German sexologist
Magnus Hirschfeld offered a three-fold
classification of homosexuals: (1) ephebophiles, who prefer partners from puberty to the early twenties (in current
usage, from about 17 to about 20); (2)
androphiles, who love men from that age
into the fifties; and (3)gerontophiles, who
seek out old men.
Contemplating this scheme from
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