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FAGGOT

rest of the country, but not to other English-speaking areas of the world. In the
1960s the word yielded to gay as a positive
term preferred by the movement, and to
faggot or fag as the vulgar term of abuse.
In the late 1970s a quasi-religious
movement began on the west coast of the
United States under the rubric of fairy
spirituality. Inspired by the ideas of gay
pioneer Harry Hay, this trend emphasized
the concept that male homosexuals who
will acknowledge their difference ("fairies" or '[faeries") have special insights and
gifts for interpersonal relations. It looked
to the supposed homoerotic element in
shamanism as a prehistoric archetype.Fairy
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warren~~h~~~~~~ among t h e fairies. This movement,
combining counterculture survivals with
elements of the hermetic tradition, is part
of a larger complex of New Age religious
FAIRY
phenomena that are characteristic of the
western United States, though they also
The word fairy, derived from the
enjoy some following elsewhere.
French fierie, the name of the mythical
realm of these supernatural beings, was
one of the commonest terms for the male
homosexual in America in the 1925-1 960
FALLA,MANUELDE
period. In an article published in Ameri(1876-1 946)
can Journal of Psychology in 1896, "The
Spanish composer. Falla ranks as
Fairies" of New York are mentioned as a
a key figure in both the renovation of
secret organization whose members atSpanish classical music and the flowering
tended coffee-klatsches; dressed in aprons
of Andalusian culture in the early twentiand knitted, gossiped and crocheted; and
eth century. His homosexuality is not
held balls in which men adopted ladies'
known directly, but the circles in which
evening dress. The spellings faery and fary
he moved in both Paris and Granada, his
also appear in the literature. The word
friendships, style of life, and enthusiasm
designated the more stereotypical or
for the Andalusian past, enthusiasm which
"obvious" sort of street homosexual, with
was frequently associated in Spain with
the eemantic link supplied by the notion
homosexuality, permit it to be inferred.
of the delicate and fastidious that had
Falla was born in the ancient
attached itself to the expression, so that it
Andalusian city of CQdiz.As his composiwas transferred effortlessly to a dainty and
tions were received with indifference in
effeminate type of male. The image of the
Madrid, in 1907FallamovedtoParis,where
"fairy" in book illustration as a winged
he was successful. He left that city at the
creature flittingabout the landscapeprobaoutbreak of World War I, and influenced by
bly contributed to the further evolution of
his librettist Gregorio Martinez Sierra,
flit as a slang term for homosexual. The
author of Granada, guia emocional(l9111,
semantic development of fairyin thissense
made his home in Granada from 1919 to
began on the east coast and spread to the
1939.

Given the fact that the term faggot cannot refer to burning at the stake,
why does the myth continue to enjoy
popularity in the gay movement? On the
conscious level it serves as a device with
which to attack the medieval church, by
extension Christianity in toto, and finally
all authority. On another level, it may
linger as a ,,myth of origins," a kind of
collective masochisticritual that willingly
identifies the homosexual as victim. It
should be evident that the word faggot and
the ideas that have been mistakenly associated with it serve no useful function; the
sooner both are abandoned, the better.

FAMOUS HOMOSEXUALS, LISTS OF

Andalusian civilization was already of considerable interest to Falla;
Granada was the setting of his opera La
vida breve (Lifeis Short; 1904-051, and his
very successful Nights in the Gardens of
Spain ( 1916) is an evocation of the vanished sensual and erotic world of Islamic
Spain. He was the key figurein the effort to
conserve, through a festival and competition in 1922, the dying cante jondo song of
Andalusia's past. The festival, for reasons
which are not public, marks a turning
point in Falla's work, which became progressivelyless Andalusian and more Catholic in inspiration. His Retablo de maese
Pedro (IvlasterPeter Puppet's Show; 1923),
based on an episode from Don Quixote,
and the Harpsichord Concerto(1927),both
masterpieces, were the last major compositions he would complete. He declined to
set to music a one-act libretto, El calesero
(The Coachman),written for him by FedericoGarciaLorca, although,stronglyurged
by friends, he did set G6ngora1s"Sonnet to
C6rdobaU-X6rdoba was the capital of
Andalusia at its peak-to music for the
tercentenary of that author in 1927.
In 1927 Falla began a composition ideologically opposed to his Andalusian-themed works, an operatic setting of
Verdaguer's epic poem L'Atllintida. In it,
Catalonia and Falla's native Cidiz are
fulfilled through the discovery of America
by Columbus. Falla never completed his
Atlintida, which was completed after his
death by his only student, EmestoHalffter.
It has been indifferently received.
Falla was d i s t ~ b e and
d depressed
by the anti-Catholic violence of Spain of
the early 19309. Isolated and silent during
the Civil War, in 1939he fled to Argentina,
where he died.
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FAMOUS
HOMOSEXUALS,
LISTSOF
It seems that every disadvantaged
social group has a need to find distinguished individuals of the past with whom
it can identify. This need is nowhere more
clearly illustrated than in the case of the
homosexual minority in modern society.
Even in the era when sexual activity between members of the same sex was
branded as a "crime against nature," their
conduct was extenuated by the fact that
figures celebrated in the annals of war,
politics, and literature had loved their own
sex.
In "LIArnournommtSocratique,"
an article in his Dictionnaire philosophique (1764))Voltaire gives one of the
earliest of such lists, based largely on his
knowledgeof Greco-Romanpederasty.The
anonymous author of Don Leon (ca. 1836)
has the poet Byron say:
When young Alexis claimed a
Virgil's sigh,He told the world his
choice; and may not I? . . .
Say, why, when great Epaminondas
died,
Was Cephidorus buried by his side?
Or why should Plutarch with
eulogiums cite
That chieftain's love for young
catamite,
And we be forced his doctrine to
decry,
Or drink the bitter cup of infamy? . .
Look, how infected with this rank
disease
Were those who held St. Peter's holy
keys, . . .
How many captains, famed for deeds
of arms,
Have found their solace in a
minion's arms!
The first serious attempt to draw
up a list of notable homosexuals of past
centuries was in the second volume of
Heinrich Hoessli's Eros: Die Miinnerliebe
der Griechen (1838). Later in the nine-

