
on sexism). The new word apparently
serves as a pejorative label for "straight
chauvinism," an excessive prizing or fa
voring of heterosexual persons and values.
The term had little success in the United
States, but was taken up in the 1980s by
some sectors of the British Labour Party.
Unfortunately, the label hcterosexism
suggests hostility to heterosexuality it
self, alienating many Britons who might
otherwise have been sympathetic. The
matter has been exploited by Conserva
tives as part of their campaign against the
"loony left."

Conclusion. By and large normal
ity (.. "heterosexuality") remains an un
spoken assumption underpinning much
popular thinking. There are few consid
ered explorations or defenses of hetero
sexuality as such; none seems required.
Thus the suggestion of one Southern cler
gyman that libraries and bookstores con
tain "heterosexual sections" to help the
public rally to its norms has not been
taken up. Moreover, the AIDS crisis has
probably given new life to the folk cer
tainty that heterosexuality is best. Bat
tered but unbeaten, this belief survives as
part of the inherited social amalgam that
makes up the deep structure of modem
societies, the tacit body of unexamined
postulates that form a kind of collective
"operating procedure." But as many con
verging forces in modem international
civilization push toward cultural plural
ism, amore explicit analysis of the placeof
this pivotal yet still obscure concept is
sure to appear, situating it within a con
stellation of ideas about sex and gender.

Wayne R. Dynes

HILLER, KURT
(1885-1972)
German writer and political fig

ure active both on the left and in the
homosexual movement. In the published
version of his doctoral dissertation (1908),
Hiller formulated arguments for the con
trol over one's body that were to become
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important for supporters of homosexual
and women's rights. As a journalist, essay
ist, and poet he evolved an aphoristic style
reflecting the strong imprint of Friedrich
Nietzsche's work and possessing affinities
with early Expressionism. A collaborator
of Magnus HirsclUeld's on the Scientific·
Humanitarian Committee in Berlin, he
also sought to influence socialist politics
through his Activist Movement. At the
close ofWorld WarI he pioneered in apply
ing the topical notion of (national) minod.
ties to homosexuals as a group. As an
independent thinker and writer under the
Weimar Republic, he represented almost
the mean ofopinion on the German left. In
1933 he was arrested by the Nazis and
beaten almost to death in the Columbia
Haus in Berlin. Escaping to Czechoslova
kia and then to England in 1938, he re
turned to Germany after the war, where he
settled in Hamburg and attempted with
out great success to revive the homophile
movement and the famous petition for
abolition of Paragraph 175 of the Penal
Code. His collected essays and articles
brandish a style virtually untranslatable
into English, so that his literary fame is
confined to the German-speaking world.
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Warren Johansson

HIPPIES
See Beatniks and Hippies; Bahe·

mia.

HIPPOCRATIC CORPUS
TheGreekCorpusHippocraticurn

is the collection of approximately 60
medical treatises ascribed to Hippocrates
of Cos (46O-circa 370 B.CJ, about whose
biography little is known for certain,
though in his lifetime and afterward he
enjoyed the renown ofa great physician. In
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